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Windsor, London and Berlin. The British "recognized that
the object of the commercial development of Mesopotamia
was one that should not be opposed." But they desired
"that the quickest route between West and East should not
be under the exclusive control of a virtually foreign com-
pany, which would be in a position to affect seriously com-
mercial relations between England and India, or to sanction
its use for strategic purposes in hostility to British inter-
ests"; they "could not, however, discuss this question d
deux, but only a quatre, for th.e various interests, strategi-
cal, political and commercial, affect France and Russia as
well." 12 Sir Edward Grey's insistence that France and
Russia must be associated with England in the discussions
proved a fatal obstacle to reaching any satisfactory agree-
ment on the Kaiser's proposal. Lord Haldane laid the
blame for this on the German Foreign Office, which he
thinks did not approve of the Kaiser's move. And there is
some truth in this view.13 But it is also true that Sir
Edward Grey's insistence on conversations a quatre was a
main cause of the Kaiser's offer of the "gate" remaining
abortive. Germany objected that, since France had no
special interests in Mesopotamia and the Persian Gulf, and
since Russia's interests related largely to Persia, she could
satisfy these two countries in separate negotiations. But if
the whole Bagdad Railway question was to be dealt with in
conversations a quatre, Germany would inevitably be in a
minority of one to three. Germany therefore could not be
expected to negotiate at such a disadvantage and subject
her interests to the united opposition of the other three.14
Sir Edward Grey's insistence on the solidarity of England,
France and Russia, in this matter of the Bagdad Railway
12 Note of a private conversation between Sir Edward Grey and
Mr. Haldane on Nov. 14, 1907, given by the latter to the Kaiser; G.P.,
XXV, 263.
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